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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

Romans 12:3 

• Read Romans 12:1-2. Reflect on the point of these verses, then read verse 3. How do verses 1-2 prepare 
believers for verse 3?  

• What words or phrases in verse 3 clue you into the fact that Paul asserted his apostolic authority in this 
verse? Why was this necessary? 

• Why is it important for you to have a spiritually realistic view of yourself? What can happen to you and 
your relationships with God, other believers, and unsaved people if you are arrogant? How open are you 
to having a group member give you a “spiritual reality check” when you speak or behave in a manner that 
is not fitting for a member of the Christ’s family? 

Romans 12:4-5 

• Why is the body a fitting metaphor to explain the relationship believers have to one another and the 
church?  

• How are biblical diversity and unity as explained in these verses different from how they are viewed in our 
society? Why is this difference important? 

• Read John 15:12 from last week’s lesson. Connect it to Romans 12:1-5. Share your insights with the group. 

Romans 12:6-8 

• What is a spiritual gift?  

• These verses are not an exhaustive list of spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 12:8-10). So, was what was the 
objective of Paul’s instruction here?  

• Do you know your particular gift(s)?  

o If yes, how are you using it/them today? Do you think you are using it/them in a way that pleases 
God? If so, how? If not, why not? What needs to change? 

o If not, pray with your group. Ask God to show you your gift and give you guidance for how you should 
use it in a way that will bring Him the most glory.  

GO DEEPER Compare 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and Romans 12:6-8. Which list was written first? What are the 
similarities? The differences? Were the differences related to the different audiences (the church at Rome verses 
Corinth)? How did this activity deepen your understanding about the purpose of spiritual gifts and the role they 
play in Christ’s family? 


